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SJDOPSIS 
The action takes Place near a villaae. on a wild coast of 
Mayo. 
The first Act passes on an eveninJ! of autumn. 
the other two on the followina daY. 
Ten Minute Intermissions Followina Acts One & Two 
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Dramatura Notes 
b" Helen Lojek 
Riots neeted the 1901 Premiere of The PlaYboY of the Western 
World at Dublin's AbbeY Theatre. Scores of Pollee were kePt busy 
Inside and outside the theatre. and most dallY Protesters related their 
outrau to maalstrates and to the Press. The Play's lantuaae was 
•wud•: Its •indelicate• Portrayal of Irish women was a slander: its hard 
drlnklnf Irishmen were an unfair stereotYPe. Further. SYnfe's notion 
that God-fearlnf Irish PeoPle would lionize a violent man-•the man who 
killed his da•-was a libelous exaueratlon of Western Ireland's rePuted 
affection for outlaws. Similar Protests. ortanlzed bY Irish American 
nouPs. occurred when the comPany broutht the Production to the 
United States. SYnfe resPonded to these earlY Protests In a letter to 
the Press: 
The PlaYbOY Is not a PlaY with a "PurPose" In the 
modern sense of the word.-but. atthoulh Parts of It are or 
are meant to be extravalant comedY. stiff a 1reat deaf that 
Is In It and a lreat deaf more that Is behind It Is PerfectlY 
serious when looked at In a certain lllht •••• There are. It maY 
be hinted. several sides to The PlaYboY. 
SYnte's •hint• that audiences be oPen to his comPlex mlntlint of 
litht and serious elements remains ImPortant. Thouth Irish rand 
AmerlcanJ audiences have lont since come to terms with what Is now 
retarded as a classic drama with a rich. often satiric viewPoint. there 
remain deePlY dlsturblnf elements In SYnte's PlaY--elements which may 
have been ImPortant If unstated reasons for the earlY riots. 
Hand In hand with SYnte's farcical Presentation of humans under 
the Influence of loneliness. isolation. PovertY. and Porter. we find his 
exPloration of violence. of lies. of PatriarchY and Patricide. of Catholl· 
clsm. and of colonial societY. As YOU fall under the sPell of SYnfe's 
PoetrY and succumb to the mYths his characters create. we hoPe YOU 
will also be alive to this PlaY'S concern with serious and troublinf 
Issues. EquallY. we hoPe that YOU enjoy yourselves and lndulee In a 
thlth·slaPPint Iauth or two at the comic edte SYnfe Puts on his fre· 
quentiY dark vision. 
